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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR I898.

unSCRIrwIoNs to the Association for I898 became due on

January ist; and notice is hereby given, in accordance
with By-law5, that Branch Secretaries' subscription ac-

counts close on October 3Ist, and all unpaid subscriptions
must be forwarded after that date to the General Secretary,

429, Strand, London. Post-office orders should be made
payable to the General Post Office, London.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, I898.

LORD IVEAOH'S GIFTS.
THE magnificent gift of a quarter of a million sterling,
which Lord Iveagh has made to the Jenner Institute of
Preventive Medicine, is a proof at once of the liberality
and of the enlightened humanity of the donor. Every man

of broad sympathies who stops to consider the evils-the
poverty, the moral and physical degeneration, the actual

crime and disease-which he sees around him, and espe-

cially in great cities, must be moved with the desire to

find a remedy. The sentiment of pity will stir him to help
the individual, and in the past benevolence has
usually found its expression in schemes of charity,
many of which survive in usefulness to the present
day. But the more thorough study of social problems,
which has been a characteristic of the century now draw-
ing to its close, has led to the apprehension of the fact that
charity to the individual, noble and necessary as it is, is no

real remedy; that it deals with effects and not with the
causes of these effects. We have learnt also that it is very

apt to be misapplied, and so to perpetuate the evils which
it seeks to alleviate. It has been perceived that disregard
of the principles of hygiene begets disease of body and
deterioration of the moral fibre, and that these beget poverty
and crime. Earlier. in the century the problem was

attacked, but so far as related to the prevention of
disease, in a somewhat empirical way. In more

recent years science, following the road discovered by
the genius of Pasteur, has shown us the actual causes

of many infectious diseases, has demonstrated the con-

ditions favourable to the growth and spread of their
living infectious principles, and has provided a solid
ground of vantage from which to take measures for their
suppression. More than this, again under the inspiration
of Pasteur, and largely through his owa labours, science
has, by the study of immunity, begun to extend the
principle of preventive inoculation, for the first conception
and application of which the world is indebted to Jenner,
so as to afford a method for the. protection of the individual
from disease, while at the same time by the discovery of
antitoxins it provides means for his cure when attacked.
Within tbe last fifteen or twenty years. the, growth of

bacteriology has worked a profound change in the way in

which the infectious are regarded, and has introduced a pre-.
cision previously wanting into the methods by which they are
investigated, A new science requires new appliances -and4.
means for its study and exitensio.. ;This fact was early.

recognised by the French, who never displayed 'truie
patriotism than in establishing the Pasteur Institull<ih.'
Paris, where Pasteur himself conducted his latest lw-
searches, where his pupils continue the work which 1h6-
began, and from which have gone out not only numberless'
contributions to knowledge, but also, with great liberality;
the actual material for preventive inoculation and forX
antitoxin treatment.
Other countries, while acknowledging their debt t&

France, and sensible of the generosity which has
always distioguished the Pasteur Institute, yet felt
it to be their duty to establish similar institutions.
In July, I89I, the British Institute of Preventive Medi-
cine was founded to investigate the means of preventing
and curing the infective diseases of men and animals, to
provide a place where such researches may be carried on,
to afford instruction in preventive medicine, to prepare
and to supply such special protective and curative material
as may be found of value, as well as to provide the means
to carry out investigations in all branches of bacteriology,y
including those of practical importance to chemists, agri-
culturists, and manufacturers. Under tne direction of
Lord Lister, the Chairman of its Council, the Institute has
made considerable progress. Much excellent work has
been done in its laboratories, and it has recently entered
into possession of new buildings specially adapted to its
purposes.which have been erected at Chelsea.
As we were able to announce last week, the Jenner

Memorial Committee has handed over the funds which it
has collected to the Institute, which will in future bear
the name of The Jenner Institute of Preventive Medicine.
In spite of this, however, the Institute remained ham-
pered by want of funds, and the original plan of the
building has only been partially completed; it is this
institution which Lord Iveagh has resolved to help in its
great work by presenting to it £250,000. In future the
control and management of the Institute will be in the
hands of a Board of seven trustees, three to be chosen by
the present Council of the Institute, three by the donor,
and one by the Royal Society. Lord Iveagh further pro-
poses that part of the fund which he has given shall be
appropriated to the enlargement of the buildings of the In-
stitute at Chelsea, part to increasing the inadequate salaries.
of the Director and other members of the scientific staff,
part to the expenses of administration and maintenance,
and the remainder chiefly to found fellowships and
studentships, tenable for a limited period, for research
either in the laboratories of the Institute, or in centres oP
outbreaks of disease whether at home or abroad. As Lord;
Lister (the Chairman), and Sir Henry Roscoe (the Treasurer
of the Institute) observe in the letter in which they make
public Lord Iveagh's offer, the opportunities in the United
Kingdom for research directed to the prevention of
disease are not equal to those possessed by foreign nations.
All who are acquainted. with the present 'position of'

the sciences upon. which Preventive Medicine rests wil,
agree with them-in expressing the opinion that Lord!Iveaghk
deserves the gratitude of 'the nation for thus-njunifi-'
cently providing for the cultivation in the British--
dominions of biology and allied sciences for the good 'ofr
mankind' in an institutioni which, henceforth will 'compaie:
favourably with any similar establishment in otherI partsai
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of the world. In making his gift he has been actuated by
the highest motives-by a desire to benefit humanity. He
,has chosen this particular object because he is convinced
that humanity may best be benefited by action based on

knowledge acquired as the result of scientific research of a
really high order; and further because he perceives that the
application of scientific knowledge already acquired, sue
as, for instance, inoculation against rabies, needs to be co

.ducted in a central institution, and under skilled direction
It is expected that of the quarter of a million abou
20oo,ooo will be available for endowment, which at 3 per

cent. would yield an income of £6,ooo a year, a sum by no

means too large to defray the cost of the maintenance of
ithe enlarged building, and the salaries of the scientific
staff, fellows, scholars, and research students. Lord
Iveagh's gift will, however, put the Institute on a perma-

nent footing, and it is hoped that this will induce other
benefactors to endow scholarships.
Another offer which Lord Iveagh has made also involves

a gift of a quarter of a million, to be devoted to a compre-

hensive scheme for the improvement of an insanitary area

in the heart of the city of Dublin, forming the centre por-

tion of the district extending from St. Patrick's Cathedral
to Christ Church Cathedral. The Corporation are about to
deal with a portion of this area. Last year Lord Ardilaun,
Lord Iveagh, and Mr. James Talbot Power obtained an Act
of Parliament to convert the southern portion of this
district into a public garden. Lord Iveagh now intends
to promote a Bill to enable him at his own expense to
acquire and clear the remaining portion of the site, and to
utilise it, after widening and improving adjacent streets, for
the erection of workmen's dwellings, lodging houses for
single men, shops, etc., and of certain recreative buildings,
such as a concert hall, reading and lecture rooms, a swim-
ming bath, gymnasium, etc. The Corporation of Dubli
have conveyed their heartiest thanks to Lord Iveagh, and

have expressed their belief that the scheme should prove

most beneficial to the interests of their city, and particu-

larly to the inhabitants of the congested districts in the
neighbourhood of the area affected by it.

This local scheme is a fitting pendant to the great
national benefaction which Lord Iveagh has made to the
Jenner Institute. The one shows him to be a man of wise
benevolence, the other proves him to be possessed of an

enlightened appreciation of the means which science is

placing in our hands for the fight against disease by gather-
ing knowledge of the mode in which it is propagated
knowledge which, in spite of the outcry raised b
ignorance and fanaticism, will undoubtedly operate for the
good of man by the elevation alike of his physical and
his moral nature.

VISCERAL NEUROSES.
AFFECTIONS of the nervous system are apt to supervene in
the later stages of many visceral diseases. The classical ex-

ample of the condition is ureemia, but cirrhosis of the liver
frequently ends in delirium or coma, and heart disease
has been specially connected by Dr. Mickle with the

raelancholic type of insanity. In disease of the thyroid
gland, nervous symptoms are prominent throughout, and
constipation together with what, for want of a better

name, we are obliged to call biliousness, are well known
for the languor, sleepiness, and misery which they
produce.
kIn all these cases the problem of causation is of great
Anterest. The symptoms of ursemia have hitherto been
ascribed to the circulation of waste products in the blood
from defective excretion by the kidneys. Those of myxce-
dema are due to loss or alteration of the constituent
which the thyroid body contributes to the blood. The
langour and melancholy of constipation have been sup-
posed to be caused by a poison absorbed from the intes-
tine. The three, therefore, are types of different ways in
which the body may be affected. In the first it is poisoned
by its own refuse, in the second by its failure to form its
proper juices, and in the third by a product of putrefaction
~which is derived from without.

It is perhaps not surprising that although in the case of
ursemia this theory has held the ground for at least fifty
years, no one has yet been able to determine with any cer-
tainty the poison or poisons concerned. Of late years an
attempt has been made by Bouchard and his scholars to
specify more precisely the nature of uraemia by examining
the toxic effects of urine when injected into the blood of
animals. Their hypothesis is that what causes uroemia is
what healthy people excrete in the urine, and they state
that the experimental injection of this fluid reveals seven
separate poisons with various toxic activities, which repro-
duce the clinical symptoms seen in uroemia. Much of this
work, however, is unconvincing, and many of the experi-
ments have in other hands produced different results.

Little can be considered established beyond the fact pre-
viously known that the urine is poisonous when so in-
jected, and that its effect is chiefly due to the salts of
potassium which it contains. Nevertheless, their state-
ments have given a considerable impulse to the hypo-
thesis of specific auto-intoxication.
Auto-intoxication is a word loosely used to cover all the

three modes of poisoning mentioned above, and others as
well. Its want of precision both renders it a convenience
to pathologists in search of a theory, and prevents its play-
ing a part of much real importance, for the more facts a
term covers the less is it possible to define and specify it.
Nevertheless for the moment it has a vogue, and its chief
promise lies in the direction of distinguishing the poisons
special to the various organs, and by consequence the
group of clinical symptoms proper to each. This has
given an impulse to the same effort from the clinical side,
and attempts have been made to define and distinguish
nervous disorders due to the kidneys, the liver, and the
generative organs.
,No one will deny that in any disease of these organs
nervous symptoms are possible, are even common, or that
the symptoms depend upon the disease. But the more
carefully we examine the clinical conditions the more
difficult does it appear to be to go beyond such a
simple statement as that, for the nervous symptoms which
may occur in these cases do not follow types but are of a
great variety, and even the best known of the group,
uraemia, embraces so many forms that it is, on the one hand,
almost easier to imagine it due to a general malnutrition
than to a specific poison or poisons; and, on the other,
each separate symptom-mania, convulsion, coma,
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insomnia, dyspncea, or paralysis-occurs from causes
which have no renal connection.

If this be the case with uraemia, still more is it neces-
sary to be cautious when hepatic insanity is put before us
as a special type. There is, indeed, in the case of the
liver an inevitable complication with the direct effect of
alcohol upon the nervous system, and it becomesjincreas-
ingly difficult to ascribe nervous symptoms to the special
action of a diseased organ, when we know that alcohol is
capable of affecting both the nervous system and the viscus
too. Dr. Cullerre, in an able article,' argues that insanity
with marked liver disease, which may even be supposed to
have been brought on by the disease, does not differ from
the ordinary types; that in the insane the supervention of
liver disease does not modify the type, and that therefore
it is less prudent to look upon the visceral disorder as an
exciting cause, than to suppose that its effect upon nutri-
tion predisposes to nervous degeneration.

It is not long since certain signs of senile degeneration
were ascribed to the absence of a hypothetical internal
secretion of the testicle. Few would now be found to
maintain that theory or to prescribe the injection of testic-
ular fluid on that argument, though, like most of the pro-
teids which have been extracted from various tissues in
the last few years, it has at times a coLsiderably stimulat-
ing effect. But psychical disorders have been so long and
so generally referred in women to the organs of degenera-
tion that here, if anywhere, we should expect to find a
neurotic type. Yet though these patients are extremely
prone to neurosis it does not appear to follow any special
or separate form; it is as protean here as in other relations
-there is, in fact, no special ovarian insanity.
We can best appreciate how weak is the foundation in

these cases for a theory of specific-poisoning, by contrasting
them with the case of myxcedema, where a known and dis-
tinct secretion is concerned. The nervous changes proper
to this disease are both peculiar and constant, and offer
none of the varying and irregular characters of the
neuroses ascribed to the other viscera. It is probable,
therefore, that in these latter the immediate causes of the
nervous symptoms are themselves to'o many in number
and too loosely connected with the visceral functions to
produce any distinct group of symptoms in each case; but
this does not preclude us from believing-what, indeed,
most persons have hitherto believed-that disease of a
gland such as the liver or the kidney will give rise to many
impurities in the circulation, some of which may, perhaps,
directly affect nervous tissues, but whose general effect
upon nutrition is undoubtedly disastrous.
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PROFESSOR VIRCHOW ON THE VALUE OF
EXPERIMENT IN PATHOLOGY.

PROFESSOR VIRCHoW has just republished (Berlin: Aug.
Hirschwald) his famous general address to the Inter-
national Medical Congress held in London in i88i. He
thereby confers an additional obligation upon all lovers of
scientific truth, and gives renewed pleasure to the numerous
body of admirers of his own intellectual vigour and recti-
tude. The lecture itself occupies a firm place in the minds
of all who have devoted any attention to the steady march
of biological science. So sober, so compact, and yet soonnvinninrr aft-+rnPnt of tbe olaimc of the exnerimentrl

method has probably never before or since appeared. The
perfect balance of argument and diction, the simple direct-
ness of the phraseology, and the wealth of historical illus-
tration are-and higher praise cannot be given-worthy of
the illustrious author, who advances his arguments with
an openmindedness and a temperateness which, if wasted
upon his adversaries, must at least command the respect
of all thinking men and women. The present reprint is,
enriched by an appendix arising out of Professor Virchow's.
recent visit to England. He remarks that the antivivi-
sectionist movement, while abating in England, has during
the intervening seventeen years assumed a truly maniacal
form in Continental countries previously believed to be
inhabited by an enlightened and unprejudiced people.
Nevertheless, the sphere of experiment upon living
animals has at the same time enormously extended.
This extension is the inevitable concomitant of the
progress of bacteriological knowledge, for the living
animal is the sole test of the toxicity of micro-
organisms and their products. Hence the method of direct
experiment is not only necessary, but in many cases.
affords the sole and indispensable means of determining
the nature of microbic diseases. It has led also to the suc-
cessful study of antitoxins and has proved in consequence
the foundation of serum-therapeutics. That the public is
beginning to realise the practical value of experimentab
physiology and pathology is shown, as Professor Virchow
points out, by the enthusiasm evinced by the whole popula-
tion of Liverpool on the occasion of the opening of the
Thompson-Yates Laboratory. And, as he does not fail to
remark, the fact which must cause most consternatiom
among the enemies of science is that the munificent and
pious founder whose name is commemorated in this great
institution is a clergyman. For these reasons he is glad to.
read his old lecture again; it honestly seems to him a good
one, and he thinks it his duty once more to bring it before
the world. " It may be," he says, " that no antivivisectionist-
enemy will be convinced by it, but I am not without hope
that it may immunise many who are healthy. Let it go.
forth and preach to the unbelievers! " And all will unite
in hoping that its mission may not be in vain.

POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.
MOST of our readers will have noticed in the daily papers of
last week comments and letters respectingacharge of perjury
made by Mr. Braxton Hicks, coroner for the South-Western.
District and Surrey, against a medical practitioner who gave
evidence at a recent inquest, and stated on oath that he had.
made a post-mortem examination on a child, and that he
had examined all the various organs of the body, whicb.
led him to the conclusion that the death occurred froia
congestion of the brain and convulsions. The coroner
having formed the opinion that no adequate posi-mortem.
examination had been made, adjourned the inquiry, and.
requested the divisional surgeon of police and two other-
practitioners to examine the body, which was done, and
the evidence given at the adjourned inquest resulted in
confirmation of the belief that no adequate examina--
tion of the organs of the body had previously.
taken place, and the jury found that the cause
of the death was pleuro-pneumonia. At the termination ol
the inquest the coroner charged the practitioner in ques-
tion with perjury, and he subsequently appeared before
Mr. Plowden at the South-Western Police-court, one of the
solicitors from the Treasury appearing to prosecute. For-
some reason or another the magistrate seems to have quite
misunderstood the gravity of the charge, and to have-
regarded the matter as a question of disputed opinions
between medical witnesses; and after making some un-
dignified and inaccurate observations concerning the pro-
ceedings at the coroner's court, and showing marked want.
of courtesy to the coroner himself, he dismissed the case,,
and the accuscd was discharged. The whole purport of the


